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in 2002, SA hosted a 
global environment 
conference: WSSD 

World Summit on Sustainable Development 
Johannesburg, 31 August 2002: 30,000 protested 
UN ‘type-two partnerships’, privatisation of 

water, emissions trading, neoliberalism  
 



 

visit CCS:                 top 3 floors 
at Howard                of Memorial 
College                    Tower Bldg 
Campus 

climate justice opportunities  
within the ‘new’ climate politics: 

  

the Conference of Parties 17 

climate braai 

lessons from Durban COP17 2011 
we should have learned in 2012-13 

revised evidence-based logo 



‘Conference of 
Polluters’ 

28 Nov-9 Dec 2011 



“we need to change our strategies… the insider 
COP approach isn’t working: what governments 

can’t push, we should push as civil society” 
- Mithika Mwenda 

 
 

“we need to name the names and shame them”  
- Azed Girmai 

 
 

“Let’s have mobilisations, let’s get people on 
the streets, fighting for their issues – we have a 
problem of buy-in, we have to reach the real 
issues: food insecurity, extreme storms and sea-
level rise, energy… how do we connect this 
issue in the clouds, climate, to very real issues?” 
- Dipti Bhatnagar 

some lessons learned this morning 



to be a very good jam-maker, 
you need a strong tree-shaker 



UNFCCC 

structural 
problem: 
national 

self-interest 
at UN COPs 



how do we change the balance of forces in 2014-15? 













solutions within global governance? 
top-down failures in economics, politics, environment 

 
  

Montreal Protocol banning CFCs, 1987 
 

but since then:   
• World Bank, IMF Annual Meetings:  
trivial reforms - China rising, Africa falling 
• Post-Washington Consensus: rhetoric 
• UN MDG strategies, 2000: missed targets 
• WTO Doha Agenda 2001: failure (WTO dead) 
• Monterrery 2002 Financing for Development and G20 
global financial reregulation 2008-12: failure 
• renewed war in Central Asia, Middle East, 2001-? 
• UN Security Council Reform failed, 2005 
• G8 promises on aid, NEPAD/APRM, Gleneagles: broken 
• Kyoto Protocol 1997 and aftermath – Copenhagen, 
Cancun, Durban, Doha and Warsaw climate disasters 



 

world’s main historic polluter 



Copenhagen, December 2009 



thanks to Chelsea 
Manning, WikiLeaks and 

Ed Snowden, we know! 



revelations about US  
snooping, Dec. 2009 

NSA “signals intelligence will 
undoubtedly play a significant role 
in keeping our negotiators as well 
informed as possible throughout 
the 2-week event… leaders and 
negotiating teams from around 
the world will undoubtedly be 
engaging in intense last-minute 
policy formulating; at the same 
time, they will be holding sidebar 
discussions with their counterparts 
– details of which are of great 
interest to our policymakers” 



Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



  Manmohan Singh       Xi Jinping             Jacob Zuma    Dilma Rousseff       Vladimir Putin 



Britain, France, Belgium, 
Portugal, Germany, Italy, Spain 

in Berlin, 1884-85: ‘The Scramble for Africa’ 



 against slavery, colonialism, 
neocolonialism, neoliberalism 



 or within? 











(denied by African National Congress) 
 

Didier Pereira, a special adviser to 
ousted Central African Republic 
President Francois Bozize, partnered 
with ‘ANC hard man’ Joshua Nxumalo 

and the ANC’s funding arm, Chancellor 
House, to secure a diamond export 
monopoly in the CAR. 
 Pereira is currently partnered to 
the ANC security supremo and 
fundraiser, Paul Langa, and former 
spy chief Billy Masetlha.  







with rare exceptions, Obama nurtures Africa’s tyrants 

Yanneh Zenawi Gomes Wade 

Mswati Deby Gaddafi Compaore 

Obiang Kagame 





SA’s Maite Nkoana-Mashabane 

giving away the climate? 



lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern,  
on demand for recognising climate debt 

 
'The sense of guilt or  

culpability or reparations  
– I just categorically 

reject that' 
Stern thus rejects core 

principle: ‘polluter pays’ 

WikiLeaks revealed  
(Feb ‘10) Stern/Pershing 
bribery and bullying:  

Ethiopia, Maldives 

Ethiopian tyrant 
Meles Zenawi:  
UN Advisory  
Group on 
Finance cochair 
halved AU’s 
2009 demands 
for climate debt  

Maldives cabinet gets 
$50m in US aid = U-turn, 
to support Copenhagen   



 

greenhouse gas emissions 
per person, 2000 

 
USA 

Canada  
Australia 

Saudi Arabia 
Kazakhstan 

Russia 

the climate debt 

who owes? 



who are climate ‘creditors’? (who’s owed?) 
a ‘Climate Demography Vulnerability Index’ 

 

main losers:  
• Central America 

and Caribbean 
• Andes and Amazon 
• Central/South Asia 

and Middle East 
• SubSaharan Africa 
• Southeast Asia and 

small islands 



who’s owed? climate change ‘creditors’ 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
Central and Southeast Asia 
and much of Africa 



Africa burning  
 



“Africa Rising” GDP percentage increases, 1981-2012 



“Africa Rising” no – a reality check from WB 



what’s rising? multinational corporate profits 
as a percentage of firm equity 

  

 

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.  

extractive industries 



and Africa protests Rising  
Agence France Press:: 



Africa protests (and food prices) rising  





concept of 
‘ecological 
debt’ now 
recognised 
in serious  
research 



The results after one year of implementation have 
been remarkable. 
• Before the pilot program, 42% of children in the 

village were malnourished. Now the proportion 
of malnourished children has dropped 
significantly, to 10%.  

• The village school reported higher attendance 
rates … children were better fed and more 
attentive.  

• Police statistics showed a 36.5% drop in crime 
since the introduction of the grants. 

• Poverty rates declined from 86% to 68% (97% to 
43% when controlled for migration).  

• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60% to 
45%, and there was a 29% increase in average 
earned income, excluding the BIG. 

 

Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German-
Namibian Evangelical 

Lutheran church)  
Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), the 
umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 



Green Climate Fund – $100bn/year by 2020 
design team co-chaired by SA’s Trevor Manuel

       
 

• $100 billion isn’t enough! 
•False Solutions to be funded 
• Manuel wants carbon trade 
to provide 50% of GCF revenue 
• World Bank is interim GCF 
trustee despite terrible record 
of managing climate and 
development funding 
• direct access? ‘Basic Income 
Grants’ preferable to corrupt 
‘aid’ (Manuel opposed) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Zoellick and Jim Kim 
World Bank presidents 

 



instead of paying its 
debt, US plays the 
pollution markets 
 

 

 

 

 

      

     

 

DATE: December 12, 1991 
TO: Distribution 
FR: Lawrence H. Summers 

... I think the economic logic behind 
dumping a load of toxic waste in the 
lowest wage country is impeccable and we 
should face up to that… I’ve always 
thought that under-populated countries in 
Africa are vastly UNDER-polluted. (World Bank 
chief economist Larry Summers, later US Treasury Secretary, Obama’s 
economic manager, WB presidential candidate – www.whirledbank.org)  

 



‘Viagra Shot’ for Carbon Markets -- Financial Times, p. 1, 12 December 2011  

A global climate deal to extend the life of the Kyoto treaty and establish the parameters for negotiating a new pact by 2015 will 
provide a fresh stimulus to the world’s floundering carbon markets, according to bankers and analysts. “The deal provides a 
significant boost for investors in low-carbon technology,” said Abyd Karmali, global head of carbon markets at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch, adding this was an achievement amid the woes of the eurozone crisis. In one of the more bullish business 
assessments of the new pact, which also includes a separate agreement to negotiate a new process aimed at legally obliging al l 

countries to commit to cut their carbon emissions, he said the deal was “like a Viagra shot for the flailing 
carbon markets”. Carbon prices have plunged to record lows in recent weeks as Europe’s 
emissions trading scheme, the world’s largest, has been hit by eurozone uncertainties and 
fears of an oversupply of carbon credits.  



Kyoto Protocol’s carbon trading: 
in 1997, US vice-president Al Gore 
(later a carbon trader) pushed for 

Kyoto to include emissions markets,  
in exchange for Washington’s 

promised support … promise soon broken  

‘The European Union has 
adopted this US innovation 

and is making it work 
effectively there.’  

(An Inconvenient Truth, p. 252) 



impossible to finance renewable 
energy with such low carbon prices 

emissions market crashes, 2008-12  
2009 VAT fraud, 2010 resale fraud, 2011 theft-closure 

does EU carbon trading  
‘work effectively’? 



http://cdmscannotdeliver.wordpress.com 

how is carbon trading 
affecting Africa? 





Bisasar Road 
conversion of 

methane-to-electricity 
at environmentally-

racist toxic dump  
 

Africa’s largest landfill 
placed in black residential 
suburb (Clare Estate) by 
apartheid; municipality 

refused to close it thanks 
to World Bank 2002 

investment hype: 
WB Prototype Carbon Fund 
emissions reductions credits 

Durban, South Africa:  
$15 million CDM pilot 

SajidaKhan’s 
family home 



Sajida Khan (1952-2007)  
though felled by cancer from dump, she had co-
hosted ‘Durban Group for Climate Justice’ (2004) 

and her challenge to Bisasar methane flaring 
temporarily rebuffed World Bank in 2005  

project went ahead in 2008 even though 
DSW’s ‘additionality’ claim was a lie! 





what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth  
conference, Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 

Evo Morales 







currents of a global eco-social movement 
‘climate justice’ traditions, 1990s-2011 

 
  

• 1990s environmental anti-racism; 
• 1990s Accion Ecologica environmental debt demands;  
• late 1990s Jubilee movement against Northern financial domination;  
• 2000s global justice movement (following Seattle World Trade 
Organisation protest) and first ‘climate justice’ conference (Amsterdam);  
• environmentalists and corporate critics who in 2004 started the 
Durban Group for Climate Justice; 
• 2007 founding of the Climate Justice Now! (CJN) network in Bali; 
• emergence of a parallel (but not programmatically opposed) political 
tendency in the Peoples Movement on Climate Change (2008); 
• 2009 rise of PACJA and the European left’s Climate Justice Alliance in 
advance of the Copenhagen Conference of the Parties (COP);  
• renewed direct-action initiatives that potentially ties in mainstream 
groups like Greenpeace and 350.org; 
• renewed grassroots campaigning across the world; and 
• potential link to national states (via Third World Network), e.g.  April 
2010 Cochabamba ‘World Conference of Peoples on Climate Change and 
the Rights of Mother Earth’ sponsored by Bolivian government  



CJ movement: leave the oil in the soil,  
the coal in the hole, the tarsand in the land 

• Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action, MEND halted most oil exploitation in 2008 
• Ecuador’s Amazon indigenous activists + Accion Ecologica halt oil drilling in Yasuni Park 
• British Climate Camp (Crude Awakening block Coryton refinery, MI5 spy couldn’t crack it) 
• Australian Rising Tide regularly block Newcastle coal exports 
• Norwegian environmentalists and Attac win against state oil company in Lofoten region, 2011 
• Canada: Alberta anti-tarsands green and indigenous activists  
• stopping US King Coal: Mountain Top Removal nearly halted in Appalachia; Navajo Nation 

forced cancellation of Black Meza (Arizona) mine permit against world’s largest coal company, 
Peabody;  Powder River Basin (MN, WY) farmers and ranchers fight coal expansion 

• derailing US coal energy: nearly all 151 proposed new coal power plants in Bush Energy Plan 
cancelled, abandoned or stalled since 2007; key community forces: Indigenous Environmental 
Network, Energy Justice Network and Western Mining Action Network, plus Sierra legal team 

• preventing incinerators: since 2000, no new waste incinerators (more carbon-intensive than 
coal and leading source of cancer-causing dioxins)  
– Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Detroit victory, wastepickers movement 

• defeating Chevron expansion in Richmond, CA 
• undamming Mega Hydro at Klamath River: indigenous communities defeat Pacificorp Power 
• building resilient communities through local action: frontline communities winning campaigns 

linking climate justice to basic survival - e.g., Oakland Climate Action Coalition Just Transition 
• movement to halt fracking of shale gas: France, Quebec, Pittsburgh, Nigeria, South Africa 















 vital need for SA’s ‘Million Climate Jobs’ 
campaign, so that affected workers have a 
Just Transition: guaranteed, well-paid jobs 
that help society and save the planet! 

 

http://www.climatejobs.org.za/ 



Climate Justice Now!SA opposes emissions, privatised 
electricity, Eskom coal and nuclear, carbon trading:  

 demands conservation/renewables and electricity-as-a-right 

to avoid 

this danger: 



       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

Polanyi’s double movement:  waves of market power 

social, labor and environmental movements 




